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    Introduction

The year 2016 was one of the saddest years in the history of South Sudan as in July a new set of conflict erupted. This resulted into a massive destruction of human lives and infrastructures forcing people back into refuge to neighboring countries and or moved deep into the bushes.  All the hope and progress made by people in rebuild their lives after decades of refuge and or living as Internally Displaced People (IDPs) for over 25 years (1983- 2005) when the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (SPA was signed) was shattered again.
The saddest moment was when one of STAD’s project- a borehole and pastor’s house commissioned in march were abandoned in August due to insecurity caused by the political crisis of 8 July 2016. Due to insecurity in the region and the country at large, STAD concentrated its activities in 2017 in Northern Uganda except for the Peace building projects under the Dutch National Action Plan (NAP3) for the implementation of the United Nations security council resolution no (UNSCRN) 1325: Women Peace and Security (WPS). This is the only Project 
Projects in South Sudan 
1.The Commissioning of Ceremony of the Borehole and the Pastor’s house (2016)
The commission of the borehole took on 5th March. It combined with the official opening of the pastor’s house completed in 2014.  It was built mainly with funds from St. John and St Philips church was.  Rev.Khemis was replaced by a new pastor as he went to undertake a 2 years theological training. It was the decision of community members decided to combine the official commissioning of the bore hole with pastor’s house to reduce costs etc.  

 The ceremony began at 9.00 - 17.00 pm. Over   400 people attended the commissioning. 
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The chairman of the ceremony thanked ETWA for their financial support which made it possible for Alero Boma to have safe clean drinking water. Special thanks to STAD and all those who supported the borehole project. Great gratitude was also extended to StJohn and StPhilip Church in Hague the Netherlands for the financial support for construction of the pastor’s house. Special thanks were registered to Community Action Water Program (CAWP) for the wonderful and professional and successful drilling of the borehole and training of the water management, maintenance and trainers for hygiene and sanitation committees.   The chairman thanked the church leaders, the entire community of Alero Boma and neighboring Bomas for making this work a great success. He urged the communities to take care of the facilities and ensure that the 10 SSP money agreed upon is contributed for the sustainability of the borehole.  And the training for water usage, hygiene and sanitation should continue as planned. The opening speech was followed by official commissioning of the water bore hole and house and sharing of food together.
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Commissioning of the water borehole
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Commissioning of the new pastor’s house for the pastor of St Mark Mogiri Parish church

The official commissioning was followed by number of speeches &e awarding the certificates of attendance to the trained committees
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Giving out certificates of attendance for the water management & community-based pump mechanics.

2. The Dutch NAP 3 UNSCR 1325 Implementation in South Sudan (2017)
The NAP 3 programme is the third in a series of programmes sponsored by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) for the implementation of UNSCR 1325 on women, peace and Security in conflict and post conflict countries. This UN resolution calls for the adoption of a gender perspective to consider the inclusion and special needs of women and girls during conflict, repatriation and resettlement, rehabilitation, reintegration, peace negotiations and post-conflict reconstruction.
The Dutch national Action Plan (NAP 3) alliance project focuses on women and girls for change programme in South Sudan. The project is implemented by alliance (consortium) of four partner organisations, namely, (I) PLAN International (a Dutch civil society organisation), as lead agent, working with the South Sudan PLAN organisation as their local partner; (ii) PAX (one of the alliance’s Dutch partner organisation) working with their South Sudan local partner organisation AMA, on the project in Unity State; (iii) Health Net (Dutch civil society) working on the project with the Health Net  South in Sudan Rumbek; (iv) STAD (a Netherlands civil society NGO ) working with their South Sudan local partner, Equatoria Women Organisation (EWO), on the project as implementers in Torit. Real implementation work starts with a kick of workshop in February 2017 

    Projects in Koboko, Northern Uganda 

1. Youth and Women Community Development Organization YWCDO)

The organization comprises of a well dedicated and visionary Board members of 5 members at the strategic planning level. A technical team of 4 persons handling both programmatic and managerial areas, dedicated team of volunteers for short and long-term placements.

    YWCDO Premises
 Premises
The Youth and Women Community Development Organization (YWCDO) Conference /training hall referred as the “Peace Hall” is part of the larger training Centre of the YWCDO. The Training centre used for public meetings, conferences, workshops, seminars, dramas and any social gatherings for community members and the public at large. It is rented by several organisations & institutions thus raising some income for the organisations sustainability. For example, in October & November, Nyarilo pioneer nursery school and Eden primary held their graduations at the centre.  Though the hall has a capacity of 300 people, nevertheless, due to big number of people, YWCDO had to rent some tents for people to sit outside. 
2. Episcopal Church of South Sudan: Diocese of Morobo

Trauma healing, Peace Building and Reconciliation Training for Church &Community Leaders at Emmanuel Church Bidi-Bidi Refugees Settlement.
The training for church leaders, youth & women leaders and elders took place on 12 – 16 June 2017 in the Bidi-bidi, South Sudanese Refugees Settlement in Yumbe District, Northern Uganda. This 5-day workshop drew together 27 participants from the Bidi-bidi (largest in the World) - Swinga, Yoyo & Rhino Camps & covered topics such as trauma healing, peacebuilding, conflict resolution, conflict management, behaviourial changes, etc. More importantly, biblical passages were used as guiding principles for many of the concepts and skills taught.       [image: image9.jpg]
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          Participants busy taking notes         Participants with Rt. Rev. James Kenyi Elia at the back after the closing of the training.
At the end of the workshop, participants took away with them motivation, knowledge & skills on how to effectively help the vulnerable communities to recover from trauma & to prevent conflicts arising in the refugee camps. Little did we know how important these first steps are in rebuilding communities torn apart by conflicts, fighting & civil wars! “If it was not their [STAD & StJStP] open support, this training wouldn’t have taken place.  We cannot reciprocate, but only pray to the Almighty God to bless them with abundant resources in order to continue supporting our projects.”         

3.  Easter and Christmas annual celebrations: Development Organization (YWCDO) since it foundation. The     

    celebration was held at YWCDO Premises on 27th December 2017.
mises
The event was organized with support from STAD - Support Trust African Development to celebrate the Joy of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ together with the community and more especially the South Sudan refugees in Uganda to give them hope. Despite the current conflict and famine in the country; there is hope in Jesus’, He is the light of the earth, source of unity and Prince of Peace, believing in that fact creates peaceful co-existence among all peoples regardless of religion, tribe etc. suffering from man and natural made disasters as it is in South Sudan driving thousands away from their home country in such of a peaceful co-existence as many lost relatives and friends causing trauma.
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About 260 people attended comprising 140, children, 60 youth and 60 women and men of which majority are South Sudanese refugees. Several activities were performed alongside inspirational messages.

The program comprised of speeches, performances by children of the refugees, speech by a representative of South Sudanese refugee women, egg hunting, speech by the Guest of honor, giving out gifts to the South Sudanese refugee women & children, Dinner and dinner
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                             Children showcasing their talents as they entertain the crowd.
4. Sponsorship of South Sudanese Orphan Girls

STAD is currently supporting the education of about 10 students (6 girls 4 boys) in various education levels - ranging from University to Primary schools. Funds are channeled through YWCDO who manages and monitor   their performance and counsels them. This has encouraged more orphans or children to apply for support. Thus, keeping STAD focused on its initial founding goal - supporting education of Sudanese orphans. Orphanage -growing in number due, misery & brutal atrocities and senseless randomly cold blood killing of unarmed civilians.
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